Ask the U.S. Embassy

September 25, 2013

Even babies need a visa to enter the US

Question: “I have a four month old daughter and would love to take a trip to the United States
with her. | already have a visitor visa, and | have been told that she can travel with me on my
visa because she is a baby. s this true?”

Everyone who wishes to visit the United States for business and/or pleasure requires a tourist
visa, even infants. This means that even if you are the parent of the child and have a valid visa,
the child will need his or her own visa in the child’s passport. The child will not be allowed to
enter the U.S., or even board the plane, without a valid visa and passport.

Minor children, meaning those under eighteen years old, must be accompanied by a parent or
legal guardian for their non-immigrant visa interview. Even if the child will be traveling with
another family member who is not the parent, or with a group for an event or school trip, he or
she must have a parent or legal guardian there during the interview. If you are the biological
parent of the child and wish to take the child with you to the U.S., you will need to make an
appointment for the child by following the instructions on our website
(http://Kingston.usembassy.gov/how to _apply2.html). You should also be sure to bring your
own passport with the valid visa as well as the child’s birth certificate to the visa interview.

If you are not the biological parent of a child wishing to travel to the U.S. on a hon-immigrant
visa, you will need to bring court documents showing you have legal custody of the child, or
adoption papers indicating you are the adoptive parent. Even if the child is living with you but
you are not the legal guardian or adoptive parent, the mother or father of the child will need to
appear for the visa interview. If a parent or legal guardian does not appear with a minor child for
the non-immigrant visa interview, the Consular Officer will not be able to complete the interview
process and you will have to reschedule for a time when the parent or legal guardian can
accompany the child.

If you are a citizen of the Cayman Islands with a valid visitor visa and would like to apply for a
visa for your child who is under age five, your child qualifies for the Embassy’s appearance
waiver program. You will need to follow the instructions to schedule an appointment and pay
the fees for the visa, but you are then able to mail your child’s documents to the Embassy and
you do not need to bring your child for an interview. The application packet must include the
child’s birth certificate and copy of a full-validity visitor visa of one of the parents.

For more information on scheduling a non-immigrant visa appointment, please visit our website
at http:/kingston.usembassy.gov/nonimmigrant _visas.html.
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